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Adverse consequences of economic sanctions

Sub-Commission on Human Rights resolution 2000/25

The Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights,


Affirming the need to respect the principles of the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenants on Human Rights and the relevant provisions of the Hague Convention respecting the Law and Customs of War on Land and its annexed Regulations of 1907, the Geneva Conventions, of 12 August 1949, the two Additional Protocols thereto of 1977 and all customary rules of humanitarian law,


Recalling its resolution 1997/35 of 28 August 1997 and its decision 1998/112 of 26 August 1998,


Recalling also its decision 1999/111 of 26 August 1999, in which it requested Mr. Marc Bossuyt to prepare, without financial implications, a working paper on the adverse consequences of economic sanctions on human rights and to submit the working paper at its fifty-second session under the agenda sub-item entitled “Implications of humanitarian activities for the enjoyment of human rights”,


Having studied with great interest the working paper (E/CN.4/Sub.2/2000/33) submitted by Mr. Bossuyt, in which he provides a comprehensive review of economic sanctions in the light of existing international law and sets out a formula for evaluating sanctions regimes in the light of international law standards,


Aware that certain sanctions regimes must be addressed by relevant United Nations bodies as issues of the greatest urgency in the light of the analysis provided by Mr. Bossuyt,


1.
Appeals again to all States concerned to reconsider their adoption of or support for such measures, even when legitimate goals pursued have not yet been achieved, if, after a reasonable period, the measures have not brought about the desired changes in policy;


2.
Also appeals to all States concerned to seek prompt termination of all aspects of sanctions regimes that adversely affect human rights, that contravene international law or that conflict with other norms of international law;


3.
Expresses its deep gratitude to Mr. Bossuyt for his comprehensive working paper (E/CN.4/Sub.2/2000/33);


4.
Decides to transmit the working paper to the Commission on Human Rights;


5.
Invites the Commission on Human Rights to give due attention to the issues dealt with in the working paper and to recommend appropriate measures to avoid averse consequences for the enjoyment of human rights in the imposition and maintenance of economic sanctions;


6.
Decides to continue its examination of sanctions regimes at its fifty-third session 

under the agenda item entitled “Economic, social and cultural rights”. 

28th meeting

18 August 2000

[Adopted without a vote. .]
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